
 
How to use swimming to get recruited by a college and assist in either admission to a higher 

profile school or scholarship money to pay for school, or both! 

 

The Team Eugene Board and Coaches are available to give advice, and the coaches are available to 

assist in contacting college coaches.  However, the work to get recruited is primarily the role of the 

swimmer’s parents and swimmer.  Here are the steps and resources to get recruited! 

 

1) Get ready to work hard.  Unless you have qualified for nationals or the Olympic Trials, getting 

recruited to a college is not easy.  You will have a lot of work. 

 

2) TEAM recommends you read the following book, The Sports Scholarship Insider’s Guide 

(getting money for college at any division), by Dion Wheeler.  These are some myths the book 

discusses: 

1. Division III schools don’t offer financial aid for athletic ability. 

2. If a prospect is good, the coaches will find him or her. 

3. If a coach wants a prospect, a coach can get him/her enrolled even if he/she has poor 

grades. 

4. A prospect can trust everything the coach says and promises. 

5. A prospect can wait until his/her senior year to find financial aid based on athletic 

ability. 

6. Most athletic scholarships are full rides. 

 

3) You must understand the recruiting process and have a plan.  The Sports Scholarship Insider’s 

Guide describes this in Chapter 3.  For instance, if you wish to attend a Division I program and 

have the times to do this, you still need a plan because there are a lot of pitfalls associated with 

the recruiting process.  

 

However, if you wish to swim in college and use it to gain financial aid only, this requires a 

different plan.  There are hundreds of schools that have collegiate Division III swimming 

programs. 

 

If however, you wish to be admitted to a highly selective school and use swimming as yet 

another bargaining chip to offer the school on your resume (your resume consists of your swim 

times, but for highly selective schools it also includes your grades, classes taken, 

SAT/ACT/and or SAT Subject Tests, volunteer activities, clubs) you need a different plan. 

 

4) The rewards for continuing your swimming career at the collegiate level are enormous.  

College costs have continued to rise while the ability for most to pay for college has not.  

TEAM recommends that parents and swimmers read the book The Sports Scholarship 

Insider’s Guide (getting money for college at any division), by Dion Wheeler and then contact 

the TEAM coaches and board for additional assistance in their endeavor to continue their 

swimming career at the college level.  There are many past and present TEAM members to 

answer questions. 

 

Good Luck from the TEAM Board and Coaches 


